
The River Residents Association
Dedicated to preserving a life worth living on a river worth loving

 Montague ~ Gill ~ Northfield

25 February 2013

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE
Washington, D.C. 20426  

RE:  Connecticut River concerns -
 EXTREME WATER LEVEL FLUCTUATIONS
 CAMPSITE LICENSE TERMS

Turners Falls Project No. 1889-081
Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage Project No. 2485-063

Dear Commission,

Vivien Venskowski
Camp 8W – Trenholm Way
Gill, MA 01354

I am a member of The River Residents Association. The Association is comprised of 
people who own camps, cottages, and homes along the river. There are 24 “licensed” 
sites on project lands, and, there are also private land owners, and members of private 
clubs that recreate on the Connecticut River within the Turners Falls/Northfield MA 
section of the river.

My major concerns are listed as follows:

 One major concern is the negative effects we see occurring from extreme 
erratic water level fluctuations.

 silt and sediment buildup
 how wildlife and habitat is effected by the instability of the river level (too 

much too little)
 erosion along the shores
 wetland/cattail/marsh habitat changing/vanishing
 vanishing sandy beaches

Is there a way to create moderation, or eliminate altogether, dramatic water level 
fluctuations?

Another concern is about our continued existence as residents along the river. Most of us 
in this association are “Camp” owners with a “License” agreement allowing us to occupy 
the land.
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We respectfully ask for consideration in lengthening the license term commensurate 
to the number of years approved for FirstLight Hydro Generation Company’s new 
license to operate beginning in 2018. As licensees, we are mandated to do certain 
things, inspected once every year and be “in compliance” with the terms FirstLight Hydro 
Generating Company sets forth.  As you can imagine, it’s unsettling to not know if all 
our love, sweat and money spent on our river homes will be for naught at the end of 
a 5-year license. The power company reaps many rewards using the river to generate 
power. For nearly 100 years our families have lived and recreated on this stretch of the 
river. We act as caretakers, we are self-appointed “Stewards”. We are the eyes and ears of
the woods and waters. We investigate smoke sightings in the woods and have aborted 
forest fires, provide shelter and rides to people in canoes caught in storms, tow boaters 
out of gas or with broken engines and props, rescue anglers and others who fall over 
board and can’t swim, rescue kayakers who flip during cold water months, pick up 
countless amounts of trash after the “weekend warriors,” assist novice boaters, try to 
protect the wildlife, remove invasive plants and escort weary paddlers, rescue women in 
labor off the water to get to hospital, and sadly, even help search for bodies.

Thank you for your time. 

Respectfully submitted,

Vivien Venskowski
A member of The River Residents Association
Montague ~ Gill ~ Northfield
Massachusetts
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